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for supplying some of the rabbit antihuman IgG
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& Co Ltd, High Wycombe.

References

Briggs, M., and Staniford, M. (1969). Oral contraceptives and blood-
iron. Lancet,2,742.

Fahey, J. L.,and McKelvey, E. M. (1965). Quantitative determination
of serum immunoglobulins in antibody-agar plates. J. Immunol.,
94, 84-90.

Henger, P. E., and Rossing, N. (1969). Albumin metabolism and oral
contraception. Clin. Sci., 36, 41-45.

Horne, C. H. W., Howie, P. W., Weir, R. J., and Goudie, R. B. (1970).

C. H. W. Horne, Annette C. Mallinson, J. Ferguson, and R. B. Goudie

The effect of bined oestrogen-p; oral contracep.
tives on the serum levels of a,-macroglobulm transferrin _
albumin and IgG. Lancet, 1, 49-50.

Laurell, C. B., Kullander, S., and Thorell, J. (1967). Effect of ad-
ministration of a combined estrogen-progestin contra-
ceptive on the level of individual plasma proteins. Scand. J.
clin. Lab. Invest., 21, 337-343.

Laurell, C. B. Kullander,s and Thorell, J. (1969). Plasma protems

after contmuous oral use of a pr or
acetate—as a contraceptive. Scand. J. clin. Lab. Invest., 24,
387-389.

Mancini, G., Carbonara, A. O., and Heremans, J. F. (1965). Immuno-
chemical quantitation of antigens by single radial immuno-
diffusion. Immunochemistry, 2, 235-254.

Musa, B. U., Doe, R. P., and Seal, U. S. (1967). Serum protein
alterations produced in women by synthetic estrogens. J. clin.
Endocr., 27, 1463-1469.

Thompson, A.,Horne, C. H. W, Steele, H.,and Goudie, R. B. (1969).
Concentration of serum a,-macroglobulin in twins. Nature
(Lond.), 221, 289-290.

Young, D. S., and Hicks, J. M. (1965). Method for the automatic
determination of serum iron. J. clin. Path., 18, 98-102.

Reports and Bulletins prepared by the Association of Clinical Biochemists

The following reports and bulletins are published by the Association of Clinical Biochemists. They may be obtained
from The Administrative Office, Association of Clinical Biochemists, 7 Warwick Court, Holborn, London, WCIR 5DP.
The prices include postage, but airmail will be charged extra. Overseas readers should remit by British Postal or Money

Order. If this is not possible the equivalent of 50p is the minimum amount that can be accepted.

SCIENTIFIC REPORTS

3 Automatic Dispensing Pipettes. An assessment of 35
commercial instruments 1967 P. M. G. BROUGHTON,
A. H. GOWENLOCK, G. M. WIDDOWSON, and K. A. AHLQUIST
85p ($2)

4 An Evaluation of 5 Commercial Flame Photometers
suitable for the Simultaneous Determination of Sodium
and Potassium March 1970 P. M. G. BROUGHTON and
J. B. DAWSON 85p ($2)

TECHNICAL BULLETINS

9 Determination of Urea by AutoAnalyzer November
1966 RUTH M. HASLAM 42%p ($1)

10 Filter Fluorimeters. A comparative list of 14 instru-
ments March 1967 HANNELORE BRAUNSBERG (Re-
issued in response to demand. Text still valuable, list now
out of date) 42ip ($1)

11 Determination of Serum Albumin by AutoAnalyzer
using Bromocresol Green October 1967 B. E. NORTHAM
and G. M. WIDDOWSON 423p ($1)

13 An Assessment of the Technicon Type II Sampler
Unit March 1968 B. C. GRAY AND G. K. MCGOWAN
421p ($1)

14 Atomic Absorption Spectroscopy. An outline of its
principles and a guide to the selection of instruments
May 1968 3. B. DAWSON and P. M. G. BROUGHTON
423p ($1)

15 A Guide to Automatic Pipettes (2nd edition) June
1968 P. M. G. BROUGHTON 423p ($1)

16 A Guide to Automation in Clinical Chemistry May
1969 P. M. G. BROUGHTON 623p ($1.50)

17 Flame Photometers (2nd edition) 1969 P. WILDING
623p ($1.50)

18 Control Solutions for Clinical Biochemistry (4th
edition) March 1970 P. M. G. BROUGHTON 62}p
($1.50)

19 Spectrophotometers. A comparative list of low-priced
instruments readily available in Britain May 1970
C. E. WILDE and P. SEWELL 623p ($1.50)

20 Quantities and Units in Clinical Biochemistry June
1970 P. M. G. BROUGHTON 623p ($1.50) More than
30 copies in units of 10 at 20p

21 Filter Fluorimeters: A comparative list of 18 instru-
ments September 1970 H. BRAUNSBERG and s. s.
BROWN  623p ($1.50)



476

fold higher by complement fixation than
by crossover electrophoresis. To minimize
the prozone in complement-fixation tests
this antiserum was used in diagnostic
tests for HAA at eight times titre, ie, 1 in
64; for crossover electrophoresis 1 in 16
was used. Of 107 sera from patients with
hepatitis tested by both techniques, 36
were positive for HAA; all 36 were
positive by complement fixation but only
31 by crossover electrophoresis. The 31
positive by both techniques had HAA
titres by complement fixation ranging
from 1 in 32 to 1 in 512; the five positive
only by complement fixation had titres
from 1 in 4 to 1 in 16. Further, we found
that the prozone in complement-fixation
tests was an advantage rather than a dis-
advantage since an approximate quanti-
tative assessment of HAA could be
obtained by screen tests on two separate
dilutions (1 in 4 and 1 in 32) of each test
serum. Thus, all sera showing a prozone
for HAA in these two dilutions sub-
sequently gave straight line titres =1 in 64
whereas those not showing a prozone
had titres <1 in 64.

We also found that complement-
fixation tests had another advantage over
crossover electrophoresis in that serum
dilutions of 1 in 4 could be heated at 60°C
for 16 hours or 85°C for one hour to
destroy infectivity; this produced no
appreciable change in complement-fix-
ation titres of HAA but caused loss of
precipitin in crossover electrophoresis
tests.

CONSTANCE A. C. ROSS,

R. C. PRINGLE, and

S. MCMICHAEL

Regional Virus Laboratory,
Ruchill Hospital, Glasgow, N.W.
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Epoxy Resin Sections

Some difficulty in detaching Araldite
blocks from glass slides may be ex-
perienced by some workers when using
the method of Burns (1970). This is
avoided by using glass slides as supplied
by the manufacturers, /e, neither recleaned
nor polished. Alternatively, cleaned slides

may be coated with a thin layer of

evaporated carbon (Barnicot and Huxley,
1963).

J. BURNS,

The Gibson Laboratories,

Radcliffe Infirmary,

Oxford.
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Notices

Overseas Tutors’ Course in Medical
Laboratory Technology

The second of the pioneer series of
courses will be held at the Royal Free
Hospital and Bromley College of Tech-
nology in 1971. The course will offer
seven months’ training to experienced and
qualified laboratory technologists from a
number of overseas countries and give
them the necessary qualification that they
may return to their own countries and set
up teaching establishments and examina-
tion systems for medical laboratory
subjects. Their own technical knowledge
will be brought up to date, and they will
learn management, teaching technology,
and the use of many kinds of visual aids.

This year’s tutors, who are from
Jordan, Mauritius, Nigeria, Uganda,
Malaya, Korea, Vietnam, Thailand, West
Indies, Sudan and Malta, are mainly
supported by the Department of Over-
seas Administration.

Further information can be obtained
from the Course Director, Pathology Unit,
The Royal Free Hospital, Gray’s Inn
Road, London WC1Y 8UE.

Prize for Biochemical Analysis

The prize of DM 10,000 is given by
Boehringer Mannheim and is awarded
every two years at the conference ‘Bio-
chemische Analytik’ in Munich for out-
standing work in the field of biochemical

Letters to the Editor

analysis. The prize will be given during the
1972 conference between 25 and 28 April.
Papers, either published or accepted for
publication between 1 January 1970 and
30 September 1971 may be sent in tripli-
cate before 15 November 1971 to Dr
Rosmarie Vogel, Secretary of the ‘Preis
Biochemische Analytik’, D-8000 Munich
15, Nussbaumstr. 20, Germany.

Data on Interference of Drugs with Bio-
chemical Reactions

An information centre which collects data
on the interference of drugs with biochemi-
cal reactions has been set up. The centre
would be pleased to receive information
about such reactions which come to light.
They would also be prepared to provide
advice and information on these matters.
All communications should be addressed
to Dr B. G. Blijenberg, Dijkzigt Hospital,
Rotterdam, The Netherlands.



