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BOOK REVIEW

Molecular approaches to malaria

Edited by I W Sherman. Washington DC: ASM
Press, 2005, pp 542. ISBN 155581 330 5

In a world where most up-to-date informa-
tion can be gained easily and cheaply by a
PubMed search for the most appropriate
review article on any subject, the role of the
textbook increasingly appears redundant.
Books such as Molecular approaches to malaria,
however, reaffirm the value of a good text-
book.

Malaria continues to be one of the most
important causes of death and illness world-
wide. There are about half a billion cases of
malaria and around two million deaths occur
annually, mostly in children in sub-Saharan
Africa. Despite having effective treatment for
malaria (quinine) for over 300 years and a
knowledge of the biology of the causative
agent for over a hundred years, the number
of deaths from malaria continue to rise. Large
investments have been made in malaria
research during the past two decades.
Consequently, the disciplines of cell and
molecular biology of Plasmodium falciparum
have expanded dramatically, with, for exam-
ple, the sequencing of the P falciparum
genome, novel insights into metabolism and
also the molecular basis of drug resistance.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Combined adult and congenital
cardiovascular pathology course
29 November–1 December 2006, Royal
Brompton & Harefield NHS Trust, London,
UK.

This ‘‘hands-on’’ course approaches in
detail the problems that face the diagnostic
pathologist when dealing with cardiovascular
pathology, both congenital and adult. The
approach to a cardiac autopsy and sudden
death will be emphasised. Cardiac specimens
will be made available for analysis and there
will also be video demonstrations. A slide
seminar with slides is included. The course is
aimed at trainees studying for the MRC
PATH, and also at senior pathologists who
wish to update their knowledge. The course
fee is £400 (including coffee, tea and lunch).
There is a special fee of £300 for junior
doctors in training.

Further details: Short Course Office,
National Heart and Lung Institute,
Dovehouse Street, London SW3 6LY, UK;
Tel: +44 (0)20 7351 8172; Fax: +44 (0)20
7351 8246; Email: shortcourse.nhli@ic.ac.uk

CORRECTION

doi: 10.1136/jcp.2004.019323.corr1

There was an error in reference 9 of the article
by Chatterjee JS, Youssef AHK, Brown RM,
et al. Congenital nodular multiple gloman-
gioma: a case report. J Clin Pathol
2005;58:102–10. The correct reference should
be as follows: Öztekin HH. Popliteal gloman-
gioma mimicking Baker’s cyst in a 9-year-old
child: an unusual location of a glomus tumor.
Arthroscopy 2003;19:e67–e71.

The recent development of fosmidomycin,
a new malaria drug, gives an excellent
example of how understanding the appar-
ently obscure topic of apicoplast metabolism
can lead to the identification of a new class of
drugs that are now in clinical development.
This new knowledge of the biology of malaria
along with rapidly expanding knowledge of
gene expression and proteomics will continue
to provide valuable insights into the patho-
genesis of malaria and further treatments for
this disease. Molecular approaches to malaria
brings together all these topics in one clear
and comprehensive textbook.

There is also the fascination of the biology
of an organism with many stages, which is
perfectly adapted to live in both vertebrate
and invertebrate hosts in different stages of
its complex life cycle. This book is not
intended for a casual non-specialised reader-
ship, but should prove invaluable to anyone
working in the field of malaria or with a
special interest in this intriguing and impor-
tant disease.

This book is structured into six sections
with 27 chapters. These chapters cover a
broad range of topics from cell biology to
metabolism and immune evasion. There are
also useful chapters on the use of internet
resources for malaria research and techniques
for genetic manipulation of P falciparum.

As with any multi-authored textbook, the
chapters are of variable quality, but on the
whole the writing is first class, albeit dense.
The chapters are written by the appropriate
world experts, complete with up-to-date
references (many from 2005). The editing is
excellent, with little overlap between chap-
ters, coherent style and clear indexing. My
only (small) gripe is that all the colour plates
are in one section, which means switching
pages often. This is a comprehensive text
book that is authoritative and easy to read,
and I look forward to putting my copy to
good use in the future.

T Planche
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